ST. VICTORI{ PARISH FHMILY

Our Mission
“St. Victoria is a Catholie family
inviting all to cglgbrateg the €ucharist in the spirit of
fellowship and love. We worship toggthger,
sgek formation of youth, provideg opportunitigs for spiritual
growth and community involvgment whilg regaching out to all as
the faceg and hands of Jesus Christ.”

Second Sunday of Advent

December 4, 2016

Liturgical Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Daily: Tuesday through Friday 8 a.m.
Communion Service: Monday - Friday 6:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturday 6 p.m. or by appointment
Rosary: Tuesday - Friday 7:40 am.
St. Anthony Novena: Tuesday after Mass
Marriage: call nine months in advance, 443-2661
Baptisms: 443-2661
Prayer Line: Dianne Leahy, dleahy1969@gmail.com
Mary Moore, 443-2443
Catholic United Financial: Darlene Williams, 403-6959
RCIA Coordinator: Deacon Ray Ortman, 443-2661

Parish Pastoral Council: Kari Lenzmeier, 442-9289;
Mary Siegfried, 448-3031; Paul David, 612-518-9119;
Kathy Hester, 442-1506; John Hintzen, 393-5014;
Michelle Kunze, 612-669-9717; Chris Fischer, 240-9012;
Judy Iverson, 949-0229; Dan Maus, 443-2504

Parish Finance Council: Bob Bruers, 807-1803;
Margaret Hanson, 443-2648; Jim Curran, 679-4407
Patrick McKinney, 470-6210; Tim Amundsen, 443-2531;
Ralph Hatch, 472-3532; Andrew Cone, 443-4048.
Trustees: Margaret Hanson, 443-2648 and
Jim Curran, 679-4407

Parish Team
Pastor
Fr. Robert White, 443-2661 x205, bwhite@stvictoria.org
Deacon and Administrator
Ray Ortman, 443-2661 x203, rortman(@stvictoria.org
Director of Music and Liturgy
Elizabeth Nowak, 443-2661 x207, enowak(@stvictoria.org
Director of Adult, Children and Youth Formation
Emily Klinker, 443-2661 x218, eklinker@stvictoria.org
Assistant Director for Children’s Formation
Sara Svenby, 443-2661 x219, ssvenby(@stvictoria.org
Assistant Director for Youth Formation
Ann Esping, 443-2661 x202, aesping@stvictoria.org
Tanya Hisey, 443-2661 x221, thisey@stvictoria.org
Office Manager
Joni Jeurissen, 443-2661 x216, jjeurissen@stvictoria.org
Ministry Support Services
Julie Schmieg, 443-2661 x201, jschmieg@stvictoria.org
Maintenance Supervisor
Eric Wahlund, 443-2661 x208, ewahlund@stvictoria.org
Receptionist
Mary Catino, 443-2661 x200, mcatino@stvictoria.org
Communications Supervisor/Bulletin Editor
Mary Harvey, 443-2661 x206, mharvey@stvictoria.org

Parish Office
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekdays
8228 Victoria Drive, Victoria, MN 55386
Phone 952-443-2661 Fax 952-443-3866
www.stvictoria.net
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O econd Sunday of Advent
#5_ December 4 2016

The readings for December 11
Third Sunday of Advent
Reading I: Tsaiah 35:1-6, 10
Reading II: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Prophets such as Isaiah brought a message of hope that things
could be different. John the Baptist, too, proclaimed the
coming of a new age. But now, John is in prison and his
followers wonder if Jesus is the promised one. They may
have been expecting a “fire and brimstone” preacher who
would lead the people out of their oppression. Instead, Jesus
gives them a different image, an image of healing,
forgiveness and tender concern for all people.

Question of the Week
Has there been a time when it was easy for you to recognize
God in a person, situation or event? Has there been another
time when it was difficult?

Baptisms

e Jordan Randall Burtzel, son of Rick and Laura

¢ Anthony John Krecil, son of Michael and Melissa

e Cora Lynn LeClere, daughter of Cory and Sarah

e Alonna Kathryn Hammond, daughter of Alonzo
Hammond and Ashley Sether; Legal Guardians Dick
and Kathy Sether

e Alonzo Deantra Hammond, Jr., son of Alonzo
Hammond and Ashley Sether; Legal Guardians Dick
and Kathy Sether

e Ashton Ricardo Hammond, son of Alonzo
Hammond and Ashley Sether; Legal Guardians Dick
and Kathy Sether

o Rebecca Olive Swingle, daughter of William
and Amy Louise

Baptism Information

e  Baptisms are celebrated on designated weekends during all
three Masses and after the 5 p.m. Saturday and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Masses. The next scheduled Baptisms are the
weekend of December 10 and 11.

*  You may have two sponsors (Godparents), one man and one
woman, or just one sponsor. At least one sponsor must be a
Confirmed, practicing Catholic and they must be at least 16
years old.

e Parents are required to have attended a Jordan Night within
the previous five years before a scheduled Baptism is
celebrated. The next Jordan Night (Baptism class) is
Thursday, February 23.

Contact Mary Harvey at mharvey@stvictoria.org or

443-2661 x206 for information and/or to schedule a Baptism.

...to be the face and hands of Jesus Christ

Mass Intentions

Tuesday, December 6 — Barbara Mae Schmieg T
Wednesday, December 7 — Jerome Williams +
Thursday, December 8 — 8 a.m. Frank Kaley t

7 p.m. Hilda Caspers T
Friday, December 9 — Luis Santoyo
Saturday, December 10 — Carol Visser T
Sunday, December 11 — 8:45 a.m. Chuck Leonard +

10:45 a.m. Parishioners of St. Victoria

La Noche Azul
Our annual Advent Dinner, La Noche Azul, is tomorrow,
Monday, December 5. If you were thinking you couldn’t
attend and find now that your evening is free, call the parish
office (443-2661) first thing Monday morning and we will
add you to the guest list. You can plan on enjoying a
delicious dinner followed by story-telling and music by
parishioner Michael Boylan. The suggested donation is $20.
Hope you can join us!

Welcome to St. Victoria
If you are a visitor at St. Victoria, welcome. If you would
like information on becoming a registered parishioner at
St. Victoria, please feel free to contact Julie Schmieg in the
parish office. She will be happy to line up an appointment
for you at one of our upcoming “Bien Venidos” registration
dates for new parishioners. (Bien Venidos means good
welcome.) You may reach Julie at jschmieg@stvictoria.org
or 443-2661 x201. (Please Note: If you are a guest at
St. Victoria and would like to make a contribution, you will
find “Welcome Envelopes” in the kiosk in the Commons.)

Holiday Schedule

e Monday, December 5, 6:30 p.m., La Noche Azul

e Thursday, December 8, Feast of the Immaculate
Conception Masses at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

e Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m., Communal
Penance

¢ Sunday, December 18, 5 p.m., Christmas Concert
and Children’s Christmas Pageant

¢ Thursday, December 22, 6 p.m. , Individual
Confessions

e Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve Masses at
4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. with caroling at 9:30 p.m.

¢ Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day Mass at
9 am.

e Saturday, December 31, New Year’s Eve Mass
5 p.m. (Regular weekend Mass)

e Sunday, January 1, Feast of the Holy Family Masses
at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. (Regular weekend Masses)

e Saturday, January 14, Men Building Bridges
Prayer Breakfast

D o




From the Pastor's Desk...

Advent

Last weekend it was the First Sunday of Advent. In lighting
the first candle on the Advent Wreath, this prayer comes to
mind:
From light comes life.
Deep in expectant earth, a seed stretches.
Through the fire-start of imagination, an idea takes root.
In a passionate flash, love glows from infant intensity.
Safe in the womb, a child senses its season turning and stirs.
It is Advent, something coming, vulnerable in
Its unstoppable desire.
God, unquenchable light, may they grow — the seed,
the love, the idea, the child.
Each of the following weeks we offer prayers for peace, joy
and love.
Prayer for the Second Week of Advent
In the settle and stir of a burnt-orange sunrise, in the lilting
laughter around a table full of friends, in the flash of clarity
that turns on the light of insight and leads us towards wisdom,
we find the peace that passes all understanding.

Thank You
Thanks to your incredible generous response to Fr. James
Peterson’s appeal for the Diocese of Ciudad Guayana in
Venezuela, we were able to arrange for a check totaling
$14,467 to be made available (through a U.S.-based bank)
to help the clergy there care for their parishioners as well as
for themselves. In addition, we are sending an additional
sum of $1,575 earmarked for the ministry at Jesucristo
Resucitado specifically.
Welcome
The Board of Directors of Love INC (Love In the Name of
Christ) has announced a new Executive Director to lead the
organization. Ken Norman, who began his new role on
November 28, was Principal of Chapel Hill Academy in
Chanhassen. Prior to that he served as Executive Director of
Love INC Big Woods in Minnesota and Director of the
Vienna Christian School in Vienna, Austria. We look
forward to working with Ken as he leads Love INC forward
in the coming years.
In Need
The Catholic Services Appeal that raises funds for a variety
of needs in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis has
announced that they are currently $800,000 short of their
2016 goal with just over a month remaining in this appeal.
This means that Hospital Chaplains, Catholic Charities, our
mission in Venezuela, to name just a few, may be shorted.
There’s still time to donate or pledge to the appeal. If you
wish to make a contribution, feel free to include an envelope
with your intentions in our collection basket and we will
forward it to the Appeal office. Thank you.

THANK YOU AND HATS OFF ... To the crew who
helped to set-up our wonderful Advent environment. It is
truly beautiful! The hard workers joining Elizabeth Nowak,
our Director of Music and Liturgy, included volunteers
Tom, Valerie and Lily Paul, Lisa Hayes, Jerry Burke,
and staff members Eric Wahlund and Sara Svenby.

Fr. Bolb-

There is Eucharistic Adoration every Thursday in the
Historic Church beginning at 8:30 a.m. (after Daily
Mass) and ending at 8 p.m. Do you know the Lord
loves it when you take time to express your gratitude to
Him? Chaplet of Divine Mercy follows.

Happenings at St. Victoria .. .

Gatherings This Week . . .
Finance Council will meets Tuesday, December 6, at
4:30 p.m. in Clare’s Well.
All parishioners are welcome to attend parish gatherings.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Masses on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception on
Thursday, December 8, are at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

Sharing and Caring Hands
Volunteers from St. Victoria will help serve a meal at
Sharing and Caring Hands on Monday, December 19.
St. Victoria serves this ministry the third Monday of every
month. If you would like to volunteer, or for more
information, contact Coordinator Peter Taunton at 567-5990.

Simpson Housing
Today, Sunday, December 4, St. Victoria volunteers will
prepare and serve dinner at Simpson Housing in Minneapolis.
Simpson Housing provides meals and overnight shelter for
homeless men and women. Contact Jan Wohlers at
wohlershome@yahoo.com for information or to volunteer to
help with dinner at a future date. St. Victoria volunteers at
Simpson Housing approximately every six weeks.

Save the Date
It’s not too early to mark your calendar for our annual Men
Building Bridges Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, January 14.
It is always an inspiring start to the New Year.

Elsewhere oo

e Advent Retreat, “What am I Invited to Say ‘Yes’ to This
Advent?” sponsored by School Sisters of Notre Dame in
St. Paul, Saturday, Dec. 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Notre
Dame Center in St. Paul. Sr. Joanne Dehmer, SSND, will
lead the retreat for single women ages 18 to 40. Free will
offering for lunch. RSVP by Dec. 3 to sspandl@ssnd.org.

e Living and Growing Through Loss, sponsored by
Southwest Grief Coalition, at Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Eden Prairie. 5:30 gathering with light supper, 6 p.m.
speaker, 6:30 adult small groups, 6 p.m. children’s group.
No cost; church affiliation not required. Topic Dec. 5 is
Taking Care of Yourself While You Grieve” with Kari
Totall, RN, Parish Nurse, Immanuel Lutheran.

e December Cursillo Ultreya. Western Ultreya is Sunday,
Dec. 11, at St. Hubert Catholic Community in Chanhassen.
Witness speaker is Betty Liedtke. 7 p.m. in North
Fellowship Hall. Rosary in the family room at 6:30 p.m.

e Annual Christmas Dinner Dance sponsored by Catholic
Single Adults Club of the Twin Cities, Saturday, January 7,
at Gulden’s Restaurant in Maplewood. Dinner at 5:30 p.m.,
dance at 8 p.m. Cost for dinner and dance is $25; dance
only is $10. Dinner reservations due by Monday, Dec. 26.
Call Carl at 651-603-1412 or Greg at 651-636-3508.
(Membership open to single Catholics, 21 or older, with two
years or more of post-secondary education or call
651-368-5003 for more information.



Faith Formation

Important Upcoming Dates

December 4 — Children’s Liturgy of the Word
December 4 — WAVE Weekend K through 2nd Grade
December 4 — First Sunday

December 7 — Faith Formation and Confirmation
December 10 and 11 — Every Envelope Counts
Sponsorship and Gift Wrapping Fundraiser

e December 14 — Faith Formation and Confirmation

e December 17 — Pageant Rehearsal

e December 18 — Pageant and Christmas Concert

Scheduling Reminders: There is no Faith Formation or
Confirmation December 21 or 28. We resume our regular
schedule on January 4.

There is no Children’s Liturgy of the Word on December 25
or January 1. It resumes on January 8.
Faith Formation

Adult Faith Formation

What a joy it was to spend time with 6th Grade Parents to
begin our discussion about Advent and Mary. It is not too late
to join us for the next two weeks as we continue the
discussions.

Coming soon: Information about our 2017 Parish Mission
during Holy Week.

Youth Ministry

Youth Group Pilgrimage

Thanks to the thirty people who joined us on the Pilgrimage
to the Basilica of St. Mary to celebrate the closing of the
Doors of Mercy with Archbishop Hebda. It was an fun and
faith- filled evening in which we celebrated a meal, our
beautiful Basilica, Mass, and each other. Check Facebook for
pictures.

Sr. High First Sunday

All Senior High Students are encouraged to join us for an
evening of fun, music, and faith on December 4, 7 to 9 p.m..
We’ll celebrate Advent with baking and a bit of “Holly Jolly
Christmas” action. Bring friends!

Advent Bible Study

We invite parents to join us for a parent/student Advent Bible
Study in our 6th Grade Encounter class. We will discuss
Mary and the events leading up to Christmas. The

Joyful Bible Study started on November 30, but you are
invited to join us on December 7 and 14.

Mission Trip 2017

Every Envelope Counts Sponsorship

We are so excited for our Mission Trip to the Crow
Reservation in Montana this Summer. In order to help our
St. Victoria youth raise money to cover travel expenses, we
are having an “Every Envelope Counts” Sponsorship on
December 10 and 11 after all Masses. Every envelope and
every dollar counts to help us reach our goal for the Mission
Trip. Please see the bulletin insert for the details. Thank you
in advance for all your support!

Mission Trip 2017

Gift Wrapping Fundraiser

It’s a busy time of year — sometimes too busy. Let us help
Continued

you out and you can help our St. Victoria youth. We will
provide Christmas wrapping, ribbons, name tags and
packages beautifully wrapped and ready to go. Bring in your
boxed Christmas gifts before any of the Masses on
December 10 and 11 and we will wrap them while you’re at
Mass. We will be in Elstan Hall. Suggested donations: one to
three gifts t— $5, four to five gifts — $10, six-gifts — $15.
Please see the bulletin insert for more details. Thank you in
advance for all your support!

Faith Formation

Thank you to the kindergarten through second grade families
for our WAVE Weekend , December 3 and 4.

Christmas Pageant

Advent — the season of preparation for the birth of Christ.
Here at St. Victoria our Christmas concert and Christmas
Pageant are the perfect way to celebrate the season. This year
we are combining the concert and the pageant into one event.
Join us for this beautiful night reflecting on the season
through music and watching the children of our parish bring
the Nativity to life. Celebrate the season with us on Sunday,
December 18 at 5 p.m. If you have children ages 4 and older
who would like to participate in the pageant, please contact
Sara in the parish office.

Advent Giving Project

All faith formation students are working on preparing
Christmas baskets for metro area families in need. each
student has selected a specific item to contribute to a basket
that will be given to a family served by Trinity Mission, a
non-profit organization serving the homeless and working
poor in St. Paul and Minneapolis. Please remember to bring
in your supplies to Faith Formation by Wednesday,
December 14.

Blessings —
Emily Klinker, Sara Svenby,
Ann Esping, Tanya Hisey
(See our contact information on the front page.)

Area Reconciliation Services

¢ Sunday, December 4, 6: 30 pm, Guardian Angels,
Chaska.

e Monday, December 12, 7 p.m., St. Mary’s, Waverly

e Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m., St. Victoria, 6 p.m.,
St. John the Baptist, Excelsior and 7:30 p.m.,
Immaculate Conception, Watertown

e Thursday, December 15, 7 p.m., St. Hubert, Chanhassen

¢ Sunday, December 18, 4:30 p.m.,, St. Joseph, Waconia

Communion at Home
If you, or someone you know, is unable to come to Mass on a
weekday or weekend (surgery, accident, illness, etc.),
parishioners who are a part of the St. Victoria Pastoral Care
Team will be happy to bring Communion to your home. It
can be a one-time only occasion or on-going for as long as you
like. To arrange for Communion at home, please call Mary
Foster at 368-9405.

Thank you for sharing your time, talent
and treasure with St. Victoria



Stewardship Report

Stewardship Report for November 19 and 20, Week 21, of our
fiscal year:

Envelope Offering: $ 10,585
Electronic Offering: 5,357
Total Membership Offering: 15,942

Second Collection for Catholic Campaign for Human
Development and World Mission Sunday: $479 each

Stewardship Report for November 26 and 27, Week 22, of our
fiscal year:

Envelope Offering: $ 9,531
Electronic Offering: 3,614
Total Membership Offering: 13,145

Collection for Debt Reduction: $1,723

Thanksgiving Collection: $627
Tithing for Archdioceses for Military Services: $1,802
Please use your envelopes for your contributions.

Second Collection for Retired Religious
Next weekend, December 10 and 11, there is a second
collection for the Retired Religious. Many of our retired
religious men and women living in religious communities
struggle financially. Funds raised during this U.S.-wide
appeal (funds raised here remain here) provide for assisted
living, health and nursing care and more.

Ministry Schedule
To all our volunteers who are part of our Liturgical
Ministries, thank you for your participation and dedication to
ensuring the sacredness of our Masses. With every weekend
Mass, we count on at least 24 volunteers and, on the first
weekend each month, closer to 34. Scheduling the volunteers
is no easy job and has been done by volunteers over the last
few years. We have now found and begun using a new

electronic scheduling system, Ministry Scheduler Pro, that we

hope you are finding easy to use. (We will continue to
publish the schedule weekly in the bulletin and quarterly on
the website and if you do not have access to a computer, you
will continue to receive a paper copy.)

This system has many has features that allow you to plan and
access the schedule, request subs and pick up open dates. It
allows the parish staff to determine if there are times when
ministry positions are not being filled adequately.

Elizabeth Nowak, Director of Music and Liturgy said the
system may seem difficult at first, but she thinks as people
get used to the system and the information it provides it will
be a success. She held two training sessions recently and will
be more than happy to meet with anyone having difficulties
with the systems. “Overall, I think this will be a successful
change.” She also hopes that with the new system people
will find a substitute if they cannot be at a particular Mass
when scheduled. “It makes it difficult to find a substitute the
minute before Mass starts,” she said.

New Parishioners

Andrew Allen

Jayson and Britany Geditz and Charlotte

Megan Lipari

Rory and Jody Luck, Charlotte, Roman and Sophia
Doug McCann

Lee and Verna Metzger

Ministry Schedule

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
December 8, 7 p.m.
Sacristans
Joyce Burau, Jacque Krause
Lector
Erv Spevacek
Eucharistic Ministers
Greg Butler, Bob Elfering, Marcus Hoffmann, Cinda Jensen,
Michelle Kunze, Sharon Lauwagie, Cherie McGraw, Mary Moore,
Kathryn Paradise, Elaine Scholl,
Anna Shay, Carol Spalding
Usher/Greeters
Eric Hanson, Randy and Daniella Krause, Gary Lauwagie, Phillip
Smith, Sam Stukenborg
Servers
Evie Heiland, Ava Kunze, Amelia McGraw
Sound
William Olson
Music
Cantor Elizabeth Nowak — Acc. Amee Gallagher

December 10 and 11
Sacristans

5 p.m. Tim and Wendy Amundsen
8:45 a.m. Mary Ann LaValle, Diane Theis
10:45 a.m. Tim Breslin, Rose Rooney
Lector
S p.m. Sue Schrempp
8:45 a.m. Leslie Trcka
10:45 a.m. Mary Catino
Eucharistic Ministers
S5 p.m. Mike and Hailey Amundsen, Anne Fowler,
Lois Hansel, Joyce Heiland, Todd Hesse, Tom
and Dianne Leahy, Debra McMillan, Barb
Meinert, Katharine Paulsen, Doris Schmieg
8:45 a.m. Renee Boraas, Adrienne Carrica, Rita Daly,
Marge Diethelm, Mike Doshan, Cindy
Eide, Michael Lanners, Pat Moore, Jim and
Debbie Moss, Mary Ann LaValle, Kari Struthers
10:45 am. John and Karen Campbell, Marty Dentinger,
Greg Erickson, Ann Esping, Sam Fellinger,
Joe Hamilton, Gina Holman, Deb LeMay,
Lindsey Norton, Annette Smyser,
Carol Trantow
Greeter/Usher
5p.m. Gary and Ann Delaney, Cal Haasken, John
Heiland, Kerry McMillan, Robert Schmieg
8:45 a.m. Joseph Happ, Michael Jeurissen, Chris and
Cheryl Mach, Lyle Oddan, Daryl Schmieg
10:45 a.m. Donavan and Sam Esping, Mark and Mary
Kelly, Linda Lindeman, Greg Pavett
Servers
S5 p.m. Laura Contreras, Grant Hayes,
Colton Schrempp
8:45 a.m. Stephanie Frier, Megan Jeurissen,
Nate Nicklaus
10:45 am. Mitchell and Joey Holman, Nick Payne
Sound
5 p.m. Tim Woodfield
8:45 a.m. Scott Johnson
10:45 a.m. Joseph Klinker
Liturgy of the Word for Children
8:45 Connie Jeurissen
10:45 a.m. Greg Pavett, Linda Spevacek
Music
S5 p.m. Cantor Caroline Swanson —
Acc. Sharon Schindler
8:45 a.m.. Cantor Mary Pat Nydahl —
Acc. Amee Gallagher
10:45 am. Agape Singers — Acc. Amee Gallagher
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