ST. VICTORI{ PARISH FHMILY

Our Mission
“St. Victoria is a Catholie family
inviting all to cglgbrateg the €ucharist in the spirit of
fellowship and love. We worship toggthger,
sgek formation of youth, provideg opportunitigs for spiritual
growth and community involvgment whilg regaching out to all as
the faceg and hands of Jesus Christ.”

First Sunday of Advent

November 27, 2016

Liturgical Schedule
Saturday: 5 p.m.
Sunday: 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Daily: Tuesday through Friday 8 a.m.
Communion Service: Monday - Friday 6:30 a.m.
Eucharistic Adoration: Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Reconciliation: Saturday 6 p.m. or by appointment
Rosary: Tuesday - Friday 7:40 am.
St. Anthony Novena: Tuesday after Mass
Marriage: call nine months in advance, 443-2661
Baptisms: 443-2661
Prayer Line: Dianne Leahy, dleahy1969@gmail.com
Mary Moore, 443-2443
Catholic United Financial: Darlene Williams, 403-6959
RCIA Coordinator: Deacon Ray Ortman, 443-2661

Parish Pastoral Council: Kari Lenzmeier, 442-9289;
Mary Siegfried, 448-3031; Paul David, 612-518-9119;
Kathy Hester, 442-1506; John Hintzen, 393-5014;
Michelle Kunze, 612-669-9717; Chris Fischer, 240-9012;
Judy Iverson, 949-0229; Dan Maus, 443-2504

Parish Finance Council: Bob Bruers, 807-1803;
Margaret Hanson, 443-2648; Jim Curran, 679-4407
Patrick McKinney, 470-6210; Tim Amundsen, 443-2531;
Ralph Hatch, 472-3532; Andrew Cone, 443-4048.
Trustees: Margaret Hanson, 443-2648 and
Jim Curran, 679-4407

Parish Team
Pastor
Fr. Robert White, 443-2661 x205, bwhite@stvictoria.org
Deacon and Administrator
Ray Ortman, 443-2661 x203, rortman(@stvictoria.org
Director of Music and Liturgy
Elizabeth Nowak, 443-2661 x207, enowak(@stvictoria.org
Director of Adult, Children and Youth Formation
Emily Klinker, 443-2661 x218, eklinker@stvictoria.org
Assistant Director for Children’s Formation
Sara Svenby, 443-2661 x219, ssvenby(@stvictoria.org
Assistant Director for Youth Formation
Ann Esping, 443-2661 x202, aesping@stvictoria.org
Tanya Hisey, 443-2661 x221, thisey@stvictoria.org
Office Manager
Joni Jeurissen, 443-2661 x216, jjeurissen@stvictoria.org
Ministry Support Services
Julie Schmieg, 443-2661 x201, jschmieg@stvictoria.org
Maintenance Supervisor
Eric Wahlund, 443-2661 x208, ewahlund@stvictoria.org
Receptionist
Mary Catino, 443-2661 x200, mcatino@stvictoria.org
Communications Supervisor/Bulletin Editor
Mary Harvey, 443-2661 x206, mharvey@stvictoria.org

Parish Office
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Weekdays
8228 Victoria Drive, Victoria, MN 55386
Phone 952-443-2661 Fax 952-443-3866
www.stvictoria.net
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First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2016

The readings for December 4
Second Sunday of Advent
Reading I: Isaiah 11:1-10
Reading II: Romans 15:4-9
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 z
In the first reading Isaiah presents a picture of an ideal king
and an ideal kingdom. The people’s lives would send a
message to the world that God'’s kingdom is here to stay.
John tells his followers that the time has come for them to
reform their lives. His baptism was a ceremony for followers
to express their intention of conversion. And John promises
that the one to follow him would baptize with the Holy Spirit
and with fire, a baptism that would carry the power of God.
John confronts the religious leads of his day and attacks their
insincerity. Their religion is only on the outside for people to
see. He says that their lives don’t show evidence of
conversion.

Question of the Week
We all know people who seem to lead fruitful lives. Who are
these people in your life? In what ways have their lives
affected you?

Welcome to St. Victoria
If you are a visitor at St. Victoria this holiday weekend,
welcome! If you would like information on becoming a
registered parishioner at St. Victoria, please feel free to
contact Julie Schmieg in the parish office. She will be happy
to line up an appointment for you at one of our upcoming
“Bien Venidos” registration dates for new parishioners. (Bien
Venidos means good welcome.) You may reach Julie at
jschmieg@stvictoria.org or 443-2661 x201. (Please Note: If
you are a guest at St. Victoria and would like to make a
contribution, you will find “Welcome Envelopes” in the kiosk
in the Commons.)

Baptism Information

e Baptisms are celebrated on designated weekends during all
three Masses and after the 5 p.m. Saturday and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday Masses. The next scheduled Baptisms are the
weekend of December 10 and 11.

e You may have two sponsors (Godparents), one man and one
woman, or just one sponsor. At least one sponsor must be a
Confirmed, practicing Catholic and they must be at least 16
years old.

e  Parents are required to have attended a Jordan Night within
the previous five years before a scheduled Baptism is
celebrated. The next Jordan Night (Baptism class) is
Thursday, December 1.

Contact Mary Harvey at mharvey@stvictoria.org or

443-2661 x206 for information and/or to schedule a Baptism.

Thank you for sharing your time, talent
and treasure with St. Victoria

...to be the face and hands of Jesus Christ

Mass Intentions
Tuesday, November 29 — Arnold Visser t
Wednesday, November 30 — Tom and Ev Heiland +
Thursday, December 1 — Tim Forcier T
Friday, December 2 — George Koehnen F
Saturday, December 3 — Dorleen Schmieg (Anniv.) t
Sunday, December 4 — 8:45 a.m. Florian Kerber *

10:45 a.m. Parishioners of St. Victoria

La Noche Azul
Our annual Advent Dinner, La Noche Azul, is Monday,
December 5. Enjoy a delicious dinner followed by story-
telling and music by parishioner Michael Boylan. The
suggested cost is $20. Make your reservations now for a
superb evening that is a wonderful way to start the holiday
season. Please RSVP by Thursday, December 1. Sign up in
the Commons after Mass or call the parish office.

Communion at Home
If you, or someone you know, is unable to come to Mass on a
weekday or weekend (surgery, accident, illness, etc.),
parishioners who are a part of the St. Victoria Pastoral Care
Team will be happy to bring Communion to your home. It
can be a one-time only occasion or on-going for as long as you
like. To arrange for Communion at home, please call Mary
Foster at 368-9405.

Holiday Schedule

e Monday, December 5, 6:30 p.m., La Noche Azul

e Thursday, December 8, Feast of the Immaculate
Conception Masses at 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

e Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m., Communal
Penance

e Sunday, December 18, 5 p.m., Christmas Concert
and Children’s Christmas Pageant

e Thursday, December 22, 6 p.m., Individual
Confessions

e Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve Masses at
4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 10 p.m. with caroling at 9:30 p.m.

¢ Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day Mass at
9 am.

e Saturday, December 31, New Year’s Eve Mass
5 p.m. (Regular weekend Mass)

e Sunday, January 1, Feast of the Holy Family Masses
at 8:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. (Regular weekend Masses)

e Saturday, January 14, Men’s Building Bridges
Prayer Breakfast

Books Available
At Home with the Word books for 2017 are now available in
the Franciscan Commons. A donation of $5 is suggested for
the books.

In addition, workbooks for the Lectors are ready for pick-up
in the sacristy.




From the Pastor's Desk...

In Thanksgiving

I hope that you had a wonderful Thanksgiving with your
loved ones. It is a special day, a time when we can take a
few moments to think about what is important in our lives
and to give thanks. On that note, I would like share with you
something I read recently.

10 signs you’re doing well in life:
¢  You have a roof over your head.
e You ate today.
e  You have a great heart.
¢  You wish good for others.
¢  You have clean water.
¢ You have someone who cares for you.
¢ Yousstrive to be better.
¢  You have clean clothes.
e You have a dream.
¢ You're breathing.
Be thankful for the little things, for they are the most
important.

Advent

Today, we begin the season of Advent. A time of quiet and
reflection as we prepare for the birth of Jesus Christ. During
Advent the Church invites us to prepare to celebrate both
Jesus’ birth and his promise to return at the end of time. In
the readings for the first Sunday in Advent, Jesus exhorts
the disciples to be vigilant in their daily tasks, whether in
the field or at the mill, they must be ever watchful for the
coming of the Lord. As the season of Advent begins, we too
are encouraged to look for all the times and ways that the
Lord intervenes in our daily lives.

Jubilee Year of Mercy
We have also marked the end of the Jubilee Year of Mercy
declared by Pope Francis. My hope is that you found ways
to show mercy, especially to those in need whether that be
material needs or prayers. I also hope that it was a time of
healing for past hurts and forgiveness that will give you, or
those who received the blessing of your forgiveness, peace
in the days ahead. Again, I hope you had a happy and
blessed Thanksgiving and my prayers go with you this
Advent Season — this time of watchful waiting.

THANK YOU AND HATS OFF ... To Diane Lynum
for the beautiful pots of mums that graced our doors this fall
and the beautiful flowers she planted and cared for
throughout the summer. Now, thanks to Lisa Hayes, we
have outstanding holiday arrangements adorning our doors.
They certainly say welcome! And, a special thank you to
Sue Kelly who, throughout the year, lovingly donates
and cares for the plants and flowers surrounding the
columbarium in memory of her husband, Bill.

Fr. Bob-

There is Eucharistic Adoration every Thursday in the
Historic Church beginning at 8:30 a.m. (after Daily
Mass) and ending at 8 p.m. Do you know that the Lord
loves it when you take time to express your gratitude to
Him? Chaplet of Divine Mercy follows.

Happenings at St. Victoria .. .

Simpson Housing
On Sunday, December 4, St. Victoria volunteers will prepare
and serve dinner at Simpson Housing in Minneapolis.
Simpson Housing provides meals and overnight shelter for
homeless men and women.

In addition to providing the meal, St. Victoria parishioners
have an opportunity to donate a variety of items for the guests
served here. Currently they are in need of new or gently used
blankets, pillows and extra-long twin sheets, new socks for
men and women, new men’s underwear/boxers and new t-
shirts in sizes medium to X-large, women’s new underwear
in sizes 6 to 9 and new bras in sizes A to DD, shampoo, stick
deodorant, foot powder and coffee. If you would like to
donate an item or two, you will find a box on the coat rack in
the Commons.

Contact Jan Wohlers at wohlershome@yahoo.com for
information or to volunteer to help with the dinner. St.
Victoria volunteers at Simpson Housing approximately every
six weeks.

Save the Date
It’s not too early to mark your calendar for our annual Men
Building Bridges Prayer Breakfast on Saturday, January 14.
It is always an inspiring start to the New Year.
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e Advent Retreat, “What am I Invited to Say ‘Yes’ to This
Advent?” sponsored by School Sisters of Notre Dame in
St. Paul, Saturday, Dec. 10, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Notre
Dame Center in St. Paul. Sr. Joanne Dehmer, SSND, will
lead the retreat for single women ages 18 to 40. Free will
offering for lunch. RSVP by Dec. 3 to sspandl@ssnd.org.

e Living and Growing Through Loss, sponsored by
Southwest Grief Coalition, at Immanuel Lutheran Church in
Eden Prairie. 5:30 gathering with light supper, 6 p.m.
speaker, 6:30 adult small groups, 6 p.m. children’s group.
No cost; church affiliation not required. Topic Nov. 28 is
“Oasis and Deserts: Walking with God on the Road You
Never Wanted to Travel” with Angela Fairbanks, Jacobson
Pastor, Immanuel Lutheran.

e  Christkindlsmarkt, a market in the traditional manner
of Germany’s open air Christmas markets, in Excelsior on
Thanksgiving weekend, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. There’s holiday gifts, fun for
the kids, delicious treats, a chance to visit with Santa.
Information at www.excelsiorchristmas.com.

e Advent Retreat “Aptate Vestras Lampades: (Trim Your
Lamps) Vigilance in Christian Spirituality” at St. John’s
Abby Guesthouse. Dec. 2 to 4. Focus is on vigilance
through Scripture and Christian tradition. Retreat starts
Friday with supper at 5:30 p.m. and ends after lunch on
Sunday at 1 p.m. The cost is $195 for a single room and
$340 for a double. Register at www.abbeyguesthouse.org or
call 320-363-3929.

e Holiday Boutique and bake sale, Saturday, Dec. 3,

9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Pax Christi in Eden Prairie. 50 quality
vendors. Lunch available.



Faith Formation

Important Upcoming Dates

e November 27 — No Children’s Liturgy of the Word

e November 30 — Faith Formation and Confirmation

e December 3 — First Reconciliation Retreat

e December 4 — Children’s Liturgy of the Word

e December 4 — WAVE Weekend K through 2nd Grade

e December 4 — First Sunday

e December 7 — Faith Formation and Confirmation

¢ December 10 and 11 — Every Envelope Counts
Sponsorship and Gift Wrapping Fundraiser

Faith Formation

Thankful

As we conclude the Thanksgiving Holiday week it seems
appropriate for us to share with you what we are thankful for
In recognition of the Thanksgiving holiday, we would like to
thank all of our amazing catechists and volunteers both on
Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings. We are truly
thankful for each and every one of them. We are thankful that
they share their valuable time with our students, share their
passion for the faith with our students, keep in close
communication with the families that they serve, take the
lessons Sara, Tanya, and Ann give them and enhance them to
fit their needs, keep in close communication with me
regarding their class, and the list goes on and on. Each and
every one of the volunteer catechists is a true blessing to

St. Victoria, and for that we are thankful! Please pray with us
for the continued success of all of their classes/sessions.

Our thanks to: Abbie Hegarty, Addie Fischer, Allison Vanek,
Amber Kester, Angie Kalvoda, Ann Eilertson, Ann Roeder,
Anna Edsill, Anna Shay, Anna Tyler, Ashleigh Kohler, Bear
Goodrich, Beth Neisen, Brenda Vogds, Brianna Roberts,
Carly Dammann , Caroline Kohls, Cathi O’Connor, Cherie
McGraw, Chloe Roper, Chris Fischer, Christina Nelson,
Christy McKinlay , Cindy Barber, Cindy Worm, Connie
Jeurissen, Crissy Lauwagie, Dan Esping, Dan Stratman,
David Bruns, Dawn Dammann, Dena Bretz, Dillon
DiGiacomo, Dylan Machalek, Elena Bergren , Elizabeth
Picka, Ellie Snuggerud, Emma Braaten, Emma Haydock,
Emma Shay, Emma Snuggerud, Erica Koenig, Erin Hesse,
Erin Wohlers, Gena Braaten, Grace Edsill , Grace Heimdahl,
Greg Pavett, Heather Meuleners, Ivan Martir, Jack Pavett,
Jacqueline DiGiacomo, Jan Wohlers, Jane Wenning, Jay
Roane, Jenifer Mollett, Jessica Kilian, Joan Klinger, Joannie
Almjeld, Joe Hamilton, Jody Brietling, Jody Luck, John
Elsen, John Sweeney, Julie Peplinski, Julie Rydeen, Kaihley
Bosch, Karen Urevig, Kari Stolz, Kathryn Wise, Kathy
Hester, Kellie Rausch, Kelly Kohls, Kris Leys, Kristi
Nichols, Kristi Sherlock, Kristin Nelson, Linda McGerr,
Linda Spevacek, Lisa Payne, Lori Jorgenson, Lyn Heiland,
Lynn Gerebi, Madeline Klinker, Maggie Rolf , Mary Beth
Wulf, Mary Valentine, Megan Archer, Meghan Sieckert,
Michelle McNallan, Michelle Stodola, Michelle Strain, Micki
Donovan, Mike Maney, Mike Stephan, Mitchell Holman,
Montserrat Sawvel, Natalie Meyer, Nichole Hartford, Nicole
Della Paolera, Nora Edsill , Paula Jackels, Pete Foley, Rachel
Elsen, Rebecca Castagnetto, Rhonda Dolan, Roger Osweiler,
Continued in the next column

Sandy Perkins, Sara Picka, Sarah Pederson Weinhand],
Shelly Spielberger, Sue Kerber, Sue Roper, Sydney Perkins,
Tad Reznick, Tammy Fink, Terry Smith, Tessa Grund,
Theresa Bergren, Todd Hesse, Tom O’Connor, Tony
Reichert, Tracy Edsill, Tracy Rothstein, Trina Schmieg

To each of you we offer this prayer
A Catechist’s Prayer
Father of all families, you have called me to serve the
family in truth and love as a catechist. May I be faithful
to this call, rooted in your Word, and open to the
gifts f'the Holy Spirit.
May I use these gifts, especially the gifts of faith,
hope, and love, to serve the family as a witness to
you, who are love and life and the source and
destiny of all families.
Let your Spirit enlighten my mind and strengthen my
heart so that I can be a path of Christ’s love to families,
especially those in need, the homebound and aged,
the disabled and disheartened.
Through the intercession of Mary and Joseph, I pray
for the Church, the Bride of Christ, whose mission to
build a civilization of love passes through the family.
Amen.
Christmas Pageant
It’s almost time for the annual Christmas Pageant. This year
we will be combining the Christmas Pageant with the annual
Christmas Concert. All the amazing St. Victoria music
groups and soloists will share their talents with us as the
children act out the key pieces of the Nativity of the Lord.
Watch for more information on how to get involved. Be sure
to join us on Sunday, December 18, at 5 p.m. for this festive
Christmas production.

Blessings —
Emily Klinker, Sara Svenby,
Ann Esping, Tanya Hisey
(See our contact information on the front page.)

Advent Confesstival
The Parish of St. Joachim and St. Anne of Shakopee invites
all to their Advent Confesstival on Saturday, December 3, to
be held at the Church of St. Mark in Shakopee. There will be
priests available to hear confessions from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Travel to the Holy Land
Dynamic Catholic invites you to join their journey to the
Holy Land 2017. The trip, February 20 to March 1, includes
Galilee, Jerusalem and Bethlehem, actually experiencing the
places you’ve read about in the Bible. As you walk where
Jesus walked, you’ll get to know him in a whole new way.
For more information, go to info@dynamiccatholic.com.

Ministry of Spiritual Direction
Explore a closer relationship with God. Call Deb LeMay
at 297-4255 or Craig Hamilton at 612-237-3463 for
information and/or an appointment. Scholarships are
available. Call the parish office for details.



Stewardship Report

Stewardship Report for November 26 and 27, Week 19, of our
fiscal year will be included in next week’s bulletin.
Please use your envelopes for your contributions.

Second Collection

The Second Collection this weekend, November 26 and
27, is earmarked for mortgage debt reduction. This special
collection normally occurs the third weekend of each month,
but due to the Archdiocesan collections described above it
has been changed to the fourth weekend this month. (You
may use the special envelope [pink] in your envelope packet,
arrange for electronic deposit or contribute cash or a check
when the collection basket is passed after Communion.)

Reminders
There are reserved pews in the Worship Space. The entire
front and back rows of the first section on the parking lot side
of the church are reserved for people with disabilities and/or
limited mobility.

There are assisted hearing devices available in the Worship
Space that allow individuals to hear through their own
personal hearing devices. If this is something you would find
helpful, ask the volunteer at the sound board for assistance.

There are two wheelchairs by the coat rack for use by
parishioners needing assistance.

Archdiocesan Events

e Advent Morning of Reflection Saturday, December 3,
at St. Peter’s Church in Mendota. Speakers include
Bishop Cozzens, Fr. Michael Becker, Rector of St. John
Vianney College and Dr. Ann Marie Klein, University
of St. Thomas. Mass at noon. $20 ; register at
651-291-4545 or accwarchspm.org.

e Spiritual Lessons for Advent from the Book of
Revelation, Saturday, December 3, 9:15 a.m. to
3 p.m., St. John’s in Little Canada. Speaker is
Dr. Michael Barber. Free. Register at stjohnsoflc.org.

e  Wine: Women in the New Evangelization has an
evening planned on Thursday, December 1, 7 to 10 p.m.
at the Royal Cliff Banquet and Events Center in Eagan.
Welcome a woman who truly knows how to get a “kick”
out of life. Sr. Lisa Maurer, one of only two women in
the country who coach college football, will present
“Ever Feel Like You Want to Punt? Tackling Life with
Joy!” The cost is $30; register at CatholicVineyard.com.

e Men’s Discernment Retreat with Archbishop Hebda
and bishop Cozzens for High School Seniors through age
50, December 16 through 18 at Christ the King Retreat
Center in Buffalo. Men interested in priesthood are
invited to this retreat that starts at 6:30 p.m. on Friday
and ends at noon on Sunday. Register online at
www.10000vocations.org/events. Cost is $75 to offset
cost of room and board.

e  Church of St. Henry in Monticello has a music
workshop, story and song concert on Saturday,
December 10. Sarah Hart, Steve Angrisano and Jesse
Manibusan will present a morning musician retreat/
workshop from 9 a.m. to noon followed by a concert at
7 p.m. All are invited.

Ministry Schedule

December 3 and 4
Sacristans

5p.m. Tom and Lisa Katalinich

8:45 a.m. Laura Synstegaard, Leslie Trcka

10:45 a.m. Julie Catalino, Rose Rooney

Lector

5 p.m. Ken Pavett

8:45 a.m. Janet Bergeron

10:45 a.m. Greg Erickson

Eucharistic Ministers

S p.m. Tim and Wendy Amundsen, David and Jessica
Bruns, Roger Jackels, Kristen Kowalski, Tom
and Dianne Leahy, Barb Meinert, Roger
Osweiler, Doris Schmieg, Luci Tellers

8:45 a.m. Kay Arnold, Mary Bishop, Rita Daly, Marge
Diethelm, Cindy Eide, Jim and Betti Igel, Paul
and Kelly Kohls, Mike Kokesh, Ruth
Kroening, Michael Lanners

10:45 a.m. George Barker, John and Karen Campbell,
Marty Dentinger, Ann Esping, Diane Forsythe,
Joan Klinger, Jeff Lenzmeier, Kerry Leopold,
Linda Lindeman, Jill Sonnek, Carol Trantow

Greeter/Usher

S p.m. Pat Henning, Robert Muller, Gary Sohns, Rick
Stucki, Tom Vogt, Matt White

8:45 a.m. Jon and Nancy Carlson, Sam Deweese, Kevin
and Mary Hoffman, Ryan Wenning

10:45 a.m. Kerry Leopold, Greg Pavett, Sandy and
Chastity Perkins, Bryan and William Saathoff

Servers

5p.m. Nick Payne, Grace and Madeline White

8:45 am. Megan Jeurissen, Stan Kohls, Nate Nicklaus

10:45 a.m. Lily and Sam Esping, Jakob Lenzmeier

Sound

S p.m. Tim Woodfield

8:45 a.m. Scott Johnson

10:45 a.m. Mitchell Holman

Team Isaiah

5p.m. Jim Becker, Tom and Mary Cashman, Monica
Grengs, Grant and Lisa Hayes, Roger and
Paula Jackels, David and Kristen Kowalski,
Paula Osweiler, Cindy Worm

8:45 a.m. Jim, Wendi and Jakob Alessio, Jane DeRusha,
Melissa Krcil, Steve and Becky Letsche,
Brigid Lund, Scott Monson, Debbie Nolan,
Ralph and Nancy Rezac

10:45 a.m. Lucia Barker, David, LuAnn and Anthony
Burandt, John Klinger, Kayla and Linda
Lindeman, Rick and Mary Richter, Dick and
Kathy Sether, Sydney Weinandt

Music

5 p.m. Agape Singers — Acc. Amee Gallagher

8:45 am. Cantor Maria Glynn — Acc. Sharon Schindler

10:45 a.m. Cantor Elizabeth Nowak —

Acc. Amee Gallagher

There is no Children’s Liturgy of the Word this Sunday.

Stay Connected
Instagram is st.victoriaparishfamily
Twitter is @Saint_Victoria
Facebook is St. Victoria Parish Family
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